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ADDRESS OIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO FARTICIPANTS
IN THE CONFERENCE COMMEMORANG
THE CENTENARY OFTHE FIRST"ALL RELIGIONS' CONFERENCE"
ORGANIZED BY SREE NARA’ANA GURU (1856-1928)

Respected Swamis of Sivagiri Mutt and followers of Sree Narayana G'ﬂ-

Dear Friends

| am happy to welcome all of you, belonging to diverse religious tr
tions, who have come from Kerala, India, and from other parts of the w|
to celebrate the hundredth anniversary of the first “All Religions’ Conf
ence” organized by the spiritual leader and social reformer Sree Nar
Guru. | am pleased to know that you will be taking part in an Interreligic
Conference organized —with the support of the Dicastery for Interreligi|
Dialogue —to commemorate this important event in the history of interreligi*
dialogue in India and iAsia. The theme chosen for the Conference, “Re!
gionsTogether for a Better Humanity”, is indeed quite relevant and imp
tant for our times.

Sree Narayana Guru dedicated his life to promoting a social and relil

|
awakening by his clear message that all human beings, regardless o r B
ethnicity or their religious and cultural traditions, are members of the sirl, - . ¥ ==

human familyHe insisted that there should be no discrimination againsfl rediscover the value of the lofty teachings of religious traditions only
anyone in any way and at any level. His message is pertinent to our wegdl strive to live by them and to cultivate fraternal and friendly relatio|

if
n_

today where we witness growing instances of intolerance and hatreddbips with everyone, with the sole aim of strengthening unity amid diyersity

tween peoples and nations. Sadigplays of discrimination and exclusionensuring harmonious coexistence amid differences, and being peace

tensions and violence based differences of ethnic or social origin, raeedespite the difficulties and challenges we are bound to face.

colour, language and religion are a daily experience of many individuals and followers of our respective religious traditions, we ought always
communities, most especially among the pthar powerless and thosecooperate with all people of good will in promoting “a culture of respe
dignity, compassion, reconciliation and fraternal solidarity” (Joint Declara-
tion of Istiglal, 5 September 2024). In this was can help to defeat the
culture of individualism, exclusion, indifference and violence that sadly
Tayyeb, we stated that God “has created all human beings equal in rigpteading. Drawing from the spiritual truths and values that we hav
duties and dignityand has called them to live together as brothers agtsnmon, yet firmly rooted in and committed to our own religious belie
sisters” (Abu Dhabi, 4 February 2014 religions teach the fundamentaland convictions, may we walk together and work together to build a be

without a voice.
In the Document on Human Fraternity Ydorld Peace and Livingo-
gether which | signed along with the Grand Imalgfzhar AhmadAl-

truth that as children of one God we must love and honour one anotignanity!

respect diversities and differences in a spirit of fraternity and inclusion, ab@ar friends, | thank you for your presence and for your commitmen
take care of each other and the earth, our common home. Failure to faliaWgue and understanding between the followers of the different religic
the noble teachings of religions is one of the causes responsible forthgsuring you of my prayers, | would ask you, please, to remember m

troubled situation in which our world finds itself tod@ur contemporaries your own.
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WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute India int
SOVEREIGN SOCIALISTSECULAR DEMOCRAIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all
its citizens:

JUSTICE, social, economic and political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity;

and to promote among them all

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity
the Nation;

IN OUR CONSTITUENTASSEMBLY this
twenty-sixth day of Novemberl949, do
HEREBYADOPT, ENACTAND GIVE TO
OURSEWESTHIS CONSTITUTION.
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December 1World AIDS Day: This day is dedicated to raising awa

ness aboutlDS caused by the spread of the Hififection. People aroungd

the world unite to support those living with HIV and commemorate t|
who have died frorAIDS-related illnesses.

December 2 hternational Day for theAbolition of Slavery: This day
focuses on eradicating modern forms of slavi#eyhuman trdfcking and
child labor It also commemorates the fight against historical slavery
December 2World Computer Literacy Day: This day emphasizes th
importance of computer literacy for individuals of all ages. It encourage
development of technological skills to bridge the digital divide.
December 3 nternational Day of Persons with Disabilities:This day
is observed to promote the rights and well-being of persons with disal
in all spheres of society and development.

December 3World Conservation Day: This day is aimed at raising awa
ness about the importance of conservation and the sustainable us
sources to protect the earth.

December 4 Wildlife Conservation Day: This day raises awarene|

forts of volunteers globally who contribute to peace and developmen
ognizing their altruistic engagement.

December 5World Soil Day: This day highlights the importance of heal
soil and advocates for sustainable management of soil resources.

Dr. B.R.Ambedkaywho died on this day in 1956. It marks the anniver:
of his death.

honor the soldiers, airmen, and sailors of India. It involves fundraising f
welfare of the military personnel.

December 7 lternational Civil Aviation Day: This day aims to rais
awareness about the importance of international civil aviation to soci
economic development.

December 7National Cotton Candy Day: Celebrated primarily in th¢
United Sates, this fun day acknowledges cotton caaghppular sugary
treat.
December 8National Brownie Day: A day to enjoy and celebrate brow
ies, a popular baked chocolate dessert.

December 9 ternational Anti-Corruption Day: This day serves t
raise awareness and unite people against corruption, promoting tra
ency and integrity
December 9National Pastry Day: This day celebrates pastries, encg
aging baking and enjoying various types of this delightful dessert.
December 10Human Rights Day: Commemorates the day the Unit|
Nations Genera#lssembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Hun
Rights in 1948, promoting the idea that human rights are universal.
December 10 Nobel Prize Day:Celebrates the anniversaryAdfred
Nobel's death and the awards given for achievements in physics, che|
medicine, literature, and peace.

December 10mternational Animal Rights Day: Coinciding with Hu-
man Rights Daythis day advocates for the rights of animals to be ackn|
edged and respected.

December 1 - International Mountain Day: Raises awareness abg
the importance of mountains to life, highlighting opportunities and const
in mountain development.

December 1-UNICEF Birthday: Marks the founding of the United N
tions International Children's Emergency Fund on this day in 1946.
December 12 International Day of Neutrality: Promotes neutrality i
international relations, fostering peace and stability

December 12International Universal Health Coverage DayAdvo-
cates for worldwide access to quality and affordable healthcare.
December 14Monkey Day: A fun day that celebrates monkeys and|
non-human primates, raising awareness about their lives and challen
December 14International Energy Day: Focuses on the importance
sustainable energy sources for global conservation efforts.
December 18nternational Migrants Day: Recognizes the contriby
tions and rights of migrants around the world.

December 19Goa’s Liberation Day: Marks the day Goa was liberated

from Portuguese rule in 1961.

December 20International Human Solidarity Day: A day to celebrate

unity in diversity encouraging global cooperation and solidarity

December 21Winter Solstice: The shortest day of the year in the Nortk

ern Hemisphere, marking the onset of winter

December 23 National Farmers Day (Kisan Divas) Celebrated in

India to honor farmers and acknowledge their crucial role in the econo

December 24€hristmas Eve: The evening or entire day before Chris

mas Dayobserved around the world with various traditions and celek

tions.

December 24National Consumer Day:Observed in India to highlight

consumer rights and ensure that these rights are respected and prote

December 25Hanukkah: A Jewish holidayalso known as the Festival o
€tights, celebrating the rededication of the Higynple.
December 25Christmas: Celebrated globally to honor the birth of Jes
'QEhrist, ofering time for familygiving, and community spirit.

December 26 Kwanzaa: Begins on this day; a week-long celebratig

honoringAfrican heritage id\frican-American culture.

December 26Boxing Day: Traditionally a day following Christmas wher

servants and tradespeople receive gifts, known as a “"Christmas box",
gt eir bosses or employers.

ecember 27International Day of Epidemic PreparednessPromotes
the importance of the global response to epidemics, encouraging inves
”@rgg planning.
ecember 29 International Biodiversity Day: Emphasizes the need
e]‘or biodiversity conservation as a vital resource for humanity
>mber 31NewYear's Eve:Celebrated worldwide as the last day

the yearmarking the conclusion of the annual cycle with festivities and

ra-
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